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uMhlathuze Environmental Services Management Plan and Policy
FutureWorks! was appointed by the Umhlathuze
Municipality to prepare an Environmental Services
Management System, Plan and Policy for the municipal
area (encompassing Richards Bay and Empangeni). The
plan included an Environmental Services Management
Policy, a natural asset map, and catchment level plans
giving guidance on land use management that would
ensure a sustained delivery of high quality
environmental goods and services. The process
included valuation of the environmental goods and
services produced by the natural assets in the municipal
area, which amounted to some R170 million per annum.

The process also included facilitating negotiations
between Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife and Municipality around the development of new industry in areas that were
of concern to the conservation body. This process yielded a Conservation Plan, which commits the
municipality to protecting and managing high priority conservation areas, and releases other low priority
areas for strategic industrial installations.

The project outputs included a range of sustainable management scenarios for the environmental service
supply system.

Payment for Environmental Services in the Maloti Drakensberg
The Maloti Drakensberg region produces 25% of South Africa’s
water. Conservation bodies and communities are managing the
natural areas that provide this service. Unless economic incentives
are put in place to secure good management of these areas, the
water supply services (and other important environmental services)
may be under threat.

FutureWorks! has developed a Payment for Ecosystem Services
system that will operate in the Maloti Drakensberg area. This
system is based on trade in the additional good quality water
generated by the Maloti Drakensberg by improved land use management in community areas. The system
ensures that more water is generated, that the flows are more regular throughout the year, that dam
siltation rates are reduced and that the need for new dams is delayed / reduced significantly.

This system should be piloted by DWAF within the coming year.

Umhlathuze Strategic Catchment Assessment
A strategic informational tool to guide spatial planning and land use
management in the uMhlathuze Municipal Area (KwaZulu-Natal,
South Africa) for improved environmental sustainability. The tool,
developed by FutureWorks! team members, uses river catchments
as spatial units for planning development to within ecologically
sustainable limits.

The first phase of the study involved identifying the natural assets
that provide ecosystem services used by people in the Municipal
Area. In the second phase, 7 strategic environmental issues were
identified that had implications for future development in the area and recommendations for how these could
be addressed at a strategic level were outlined. The following sets of detailed information were then prepared
for each catchment unit in the Municipal Area:






